remember, at Oxford, some years ago, seeing a case of an epidemic which consisted in the mortification of the thumb to the first joint, and attacked nearly a whole village. what had occurred since the last visit, M. B. learned that the thigh, just round the wound, had assumed a purplish red hue, some hours after his departure; that there had been much heat and pain, and that there had been applied compresses steeped in very cold vinegar and water; under the influence of which the heat and redness, and even the pain also, had entirely disappeared; and that there only remained a slight yellowish discoloration of the skin, which tint was very perceptible; and, lastly, that the cerebral symptoms had immediately (as if metastatically) manifested themselves with extreme violence.
M. Blondin believing that there was in this case a metastasis to the brain or its membranes, bled the patient largely from the arm, applied twelve leeches behind the ears, put sinapisms to the feet, and ordered a composing draught and a fever mixture.
On the fourth day a little amendment was perceived; and then he was bled again, leeches reapplied, a purgative enema was administered, and frictions with tartar-emetic ointment ordered to the parts which the erysipelas had formerly occupied.
On the fifth day, the inflammation of the skin reappeared, and spread over all the upper and interior third of the limb; the cerebral symptoms disappeared, and the patient only complained of slight headach and debility. The A painter, aged forty years, who had undergone seven mercurial courses, was seized, after a sexual debauch, with a paralytic affection of the muscles of the lip and of the right cheek, with numbness of all that side of the face, but without loss of feeling. A friction with eight drops of oil of croton was followed with a similar result to the preceding case, and in a few days the cure was complete.
A joiner, fifty years old, who had suffered with sciatica for about twenty years, which, although relieved often by oil of turpentine, still continually recurred, after one friction with the oil of croton was entirely cured in less than three days.
A labourer, forty-eight years of age, affected with a like ailment, which had lasted for four months, and which extended from the hip to the sole of the foot, ased thirty-two drops of croton oil in four frictions, made at intervals of a single day, on the posterior part of the lower extremity, from above downwards. A very painful eruption followed these frictions, but the sciatic pains diminished even by the first friction, and disappeared, as if by enchantment, after the fourth. Similar benefits were received by a woman, fifty-eight years old, and who was afflicted with a similar disease.
In two cases of chronic affection of the stomach, which had resisted ordinary treatment, frictions with oil of crotoiy having produced confluent eruptions, acted like a powerful counter-stimulant, and restored the appetite, removed the pains of the stomach, restrained the vomitings, and so forth.
Other instances are reported, but, as they are less interesting than those already above recorded, we shall pass them by, to relate some cases of the benefits derived from its internal use.
A shoemaker, aged thirty-five, of a tolerably good constitution, was admitted into the hospital affected with laryngitis and chronic bronchitis, complicated with violent asthmatic symptoms. Bleeding and demulcent drinks gave no relief.
M. Andral then administered a drop of croton oil in a teaspoonful of ptisan: this was followed by vomiting and five abundant stools. From this moment the improvement was obvious; but as the larynx appeared to be the principal seat of the evil, the front part of the throat was rubbed with ten drops of the same oil, which caused a confluent eruption of pustules. The respiration became more free; the voice, at first scarcely audible, became much more clear: in short, after the application of twenty leeches to the upper part of the sternum and the exhibition of four grains of calomel, the condition of the patient was very satisfactory.
In another case of chronic bronchitis, with incipient hypertrophy of the heart and very frequent attacks of asthma, which for some years past had tormented a "limonadier," aged twenty-five years, the internal administration of a drop of the oil of croton produced many evacuations, and was followed by very notable relief from his sufferings.
A woman, aged fifty-five, had suffered for a month with vomiting both of solid and liquid food: she attributed this disorder to a journey of sixty leagues that she had performed in a carriage which was badly hung, and in which she was violently jolted. There On the 4th day of September, the puncture was repeated in the same manner on the opposite side, and five and a half ouuces of turbid serum were evacuated* containing several flakes of lymph. No unfavorable symptom followed. On the 15th September, the size of the head appeared much lessened, and was found to have diminished two inches and a half in circumference, and two and a quarter across the vertex. Ossification had made considerable progress. A large opening in the frontal bone, which extended from the bregma to the nose, was completely filled up, while those in other parts were much diminished. In again using the trocar, only an ounce of fluid was discharged. On the 5th of October, I inserted the trocar near to the part I first punctured, and introduced it as far as the meninges, but only a half ounce of fluid passed through the cannula; I therefore reintroduced it, and entered it obliquely, about an inch and a half in the direction of the ventricle, and upon withdrawing it, nine ounces of serum were discharged in a continued stream. The wound was closed, and a roller applied tightly around the head. Immediately after the water was discharged, the pulse became feeble, and she was faint and weak, but during the evening she fell asleep, and awoke an hour afterwards apparently much refreshed. To my great surprise not one unfavorable symptom followed. The pulse indeed became more regular than it had hitherto been, the startings during sleep were not so frequent, and she appeared in other respects better, with the exception of her bowels, which continued to discharge stools of a dark green colour. She continued to improve for nearly three weeks afterwards, when her former symptoms gradually returned, and an obscure fluctuation could be perceived by pressing with the fingers above the anterior bregma. Small doses of calomel were administered till the mouth was affected, which shortly produced an absorption of the fluid, and a removal of all the hydrocephalic symptoms. Since then, she has had no relapse, and has enjoyed almost uninterrupted good health. She is a stout and lusty child, and her size uncommonly large for her age. The bones of her head are now complete, excepting the anterior opening, which is closing. The size of the head is less by four inches in circumference, and two and a half across the vertex than it was previously to the first operation. With the exception of Dr. Conquest's two cases,* I am not acquainted with another in which the ventricle has been punctured for the relief of water in the head. In the cases of Rossi, and Dr. Vose, the water between the membranes only was evacuatedi An opinion is entertained by several, that this operation is not only a very dangerous but an extremely doubtful one. 1 trust, however, that the result of these cases will prove that such fears are in a great measure groundless, and that, under favorable circumstances, the chance of cure is such as to justify its performance.?Edinburgh Med. and Surg. Journal.
MISCELLANEOUS.
On the "Employment of Chloride of Lime to destroy the Smell of Paint. The odour arising from painting being highly disagreeable to many persons, medical men are frequently consulted as to the most effectual means of removing the smell: for this purpose the chloride of lime (chloruret of calcium,) appears completely to succeed. The following is the method most conveniently pursued.
Boards three feet long, and two wide, should be arranged in the rooms to be submitted to the influence of the chlorine, and hay loosely scattered upon them. The dry chloride should be well dusted over the hay, and left for several days; the apartments during the time being shut up. Chlorine is liberated from the chloruret by the decomposing power of the carbonic acid of the atmosphere, and pervadiug the chambers, annihilates the smell of the painting.
If it is wished to remedy dampness, as well as to remove smell, it is advisable to put into plates or upon trenchers, pieces of muriate of lime, which, being deliquescent, absorbs moisture from the atmosphere, and melts. Some persons have proposed to put pieces of quick lime on the ground at the same time that the chloruret is being used. This plan is, however, bad ; for, under ordinary circumstances, the chloruret is not 
